Code Merger
Update

August 30, 2006 

Okemos, Michigan

1:00 P.M.

This is a brief summary of the actual meeting which lasted in excess of 2 hours.

Mr. Henry Green, President of the International Code Council, held this informational meeting to explain and update the current process of creating one nationally accepted Plumbing Code and one Mechanical Code. This process is a joint venture between the ICC and IAPMO (International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials).

Paul Bladdick, Ron George and Barry Pines from the Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan were among those in attendance.

Mr. Green began the meeting recapping briefly the Town Hall meeting held in Denver Colorado, July 15, 2006. Many articles have been written and much discussion has occurred regarding the ongoing process of creating this new code. To date it appears that very few actual facts have been presented or understood by the membership of either organization.

What do we know as fact thus far?

1. The two sides have entered into a Memorandum Of Understanding.

2. A new Code Committee will be formed with 30 members; one half of the members nominated by IAPMO and one half nominated by ICC

3. The basis for the new Plumbing Code will start with a base from the current Uniform Plumbing Code.

4. The new code is to be called the International Uniform Plumbing Code.

5. The Code Development process will be loosely based on the current IPC process, however the final vote will be by the 30 member Plumbing Code Committee.

6. The will be a appeals process with a nine (9) member committee; six (6) of which will be nominated by IAPMO, three (3) will be nominated by ICC, also three (3) must be governmental members. It should also be noted that the final outcome could change after any votes by the membership have been counted.

7. This agreement could be terminated by either party with proper notice or immediately for cause.

8. The ICC Board of Directors, has drafted and sent to IAPMO a document addressing some of the concerns voiced by ICC members:

· ICC Governmental Consensus Process

· Committee Balance & Voting

· Base Document

· Ownership

9. To date no replay has been received from IAPMO

What is to come?

1.
Mr. Green remains adamant that only the Board of Directors will vote on the final agreement. Mr. Green maintains that we, the voting members, elected the directors to run the organization and that is as it should be.

2. Mr. Green agrees that, perhaps a combined committee of equal proportions should be formed to review both codes, line by line for comparison of similarities and exact differences within them. Comparisons have been made, however always from a biased point of view. There are some who believe, this writer included, that this process should have been among the first steps taken.

3. We must make every attempt to learn and only pass on the truth. As in any political arena, we as members should, in fact we must, convey our thoughts and opinions to those whom we elected to serve as our voice. As members of ICC we must keep in mind that our directors will tend to tune us out if complaining for the sake of complaining is the only communication we convey. Positive comments with constructive suggestions will be heard and give ammunition to those directors who agree and reason to reconsider to those who disagree.

Submitted by;

Paul R. Bladdick, FASSE

Barry Pines, CIPE, CPD

Code Study & Development Group of SE Michigan

PAGE  
1

