
September 18, 2009 When I
entered into the plumbing industry
in 1950, at the underwhelming
rate of $.99, per hour,  to progress
in plumbing was simple. A person
served a five-year apprentice-
ship, worked for several years
then retired…. no further 
education required!

How things have changed.
Knowledge of backflow,  welding,
medical gas, fire stopping and
residential sprinkler systems now
require further training and, in
most cases, certification. The
problem is that, in many cases,
young people in this industry fail
to avail themselves of the 
opportunity to acquire further 
education in these areas.

A.S.S.E. and most other 
plumbing organizations offer 
programs that aid in this type
of education, but they do not have
many ‘takers’.  I notice 
that on many job applications,
some types of certifications are
required.  In today’s economy, 
it would seem imperative for those
who seek an ‘edge’ in being hired,
to utilize and 
appreciate being able to take
these courses and to receive
these certifications. In securing a
new job, or moving up in your
present job, the more education
you acquire, the greater are your
opportunities for advancement
and making more money. 
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A Message from your NOH President . . .

Anyone wishing to join A.S.S.E.’s
Northern Ohio Chapter will be
welcome at our regular meetings.
Continuing education information
and credits will be available.

Those who did not attend the 
golf outing or the clambake
missed two great events.  Lots of
golf and delicious steaks were
enjoyed at the outing.  The clam
bake, held at Cleveland Yacht
Club, offered a glorious evening
with the most beautiful 
surroundings and an especially
tasty clambake. Try not to miss
these events next year, as they
are a means to connect and 
network with all peoples of the
plumbing industry.

See you at our first meeting on
October 14, 2009, at Harry’s
Steak House in Independence.

Patrick “Pat” Sugrue, President
Northern Ohio Chapter of
ASSE

Patrick “Pat” Sugrue
President Of the Northern Ohio 

Chapter of ASSE

“Prevention Rather than Cure”
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Report on the Board of Director’s Meeting 
• The Last  Board Meeting was held on September 9, 2009.
• The Board Members in attendance were Pat Sugrue, Rich 

Prospal, Terry Tahsler, Ed Lyczko, and Bob Tesar.
• Because it was a Social Event, an informal board meeting  

took place.
• Pat Sugrue inquired about the progress of the Scholarship 

50/50 Raffle Ticket Sales for the Annnual Meeting, from Rich
Prospal. We presented Rich with a check for the first Annual 
NOH dedicated scholarship in the amount of $1,000.00.

• Terry Tahsler reported that the Chapter is sound financially
after the scholarship funding and the receipt of the proceeds 
from our Annual Joint ASSE/ASPE Golf Outing profit, in the 
amount of $1,500.00. 

 

 September 9, 2009  Joint ASSE/ASPE Meeting
The last joint meeting was a Social Event-Clam Bake and was
attended by over 40 members and guests of ASSE and ASPE.  
Being a Social Event, we were honored to have several wives of
various members in attendance. Karen Prospal, wife of
International President Rich Prospal was joined by Sherrie
Sugrue, wife of IPP Pat Sugrue and Ruth Lyczko, wife of Ed
Lyczko, IPP and Region 6 Director.  Everyone from both ASPE
and ASSE enjoyed a great Clam Bake put on by the kitchen at the
Cleveland Yachting Club. More details and photos later in the
Newsletter.  Thanks to Craig McDowell for arranging the event.

• Prior to the Clam Bake, the NOH President Pat Sugrue  conduct-
ed an informal meeting with the attending Board Members,while
the Cleveland Chapter of ASPE held their Board Meeting.

• Discussion were held with Rich Prospal concerning the progress
of the Scholarship 50/50 Raffle Ticket Sales for the drawing at the
Annual Meeting.

• Terry Tahsler presented a check for $1,000.00 from the NOH
Chapter to Rich Prospal, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee
to fund the first Annual “Gerri Tesar” Memorial Scholarship Award
from the Chapter to an applicant from the chapter at the Annual
Meeting in San Antonio, TX in November 2009. 

•Bob Tesar received and turned over a check for $1,500.00 to
Terry Tahsler for our share of the Joint Annual Golf Outing profit. 

“ THE NORTHERN OHIO CHAPTER MONTHLY
MEETING -  2009”

Northern Ohio Chapter Joint
ASSE/ASPE Schedule of
Coming Events, Meeting

Topics & Functions: 

October 14, 2009
Commercial Water

Reclamation Systems
Brian Soderholm
Water Contol, Inc.

November 10, 2009
NEORSD - Long Term

Control Plan -Combined
Sewer Overflows
Richard Switalski

NEORSD 

December 9, 2009
Chemical Waste & Vent

Piping Systems
Steven Leek

Schott North America,Inc

Joint meetings with ASPE are held
at Harry’s Steak House, 5654
Brecksville Rd. (Route 21), in

Independence, Ohio just north of
Rockside Road and I-77. Each
Training Session starts with a

Product Show at 5:00PM (NOH
Chapter Board Meetings 

convene at that time also), and
dinner follows at 6:00PM.   Each
Training Session/Joint Meeting
and dinner will cost $24.00 per

person (subject to change)
payable at the door.

• Attendance at these State
Certified Training Sessions will
earn you Continuing Education
Units (CEU’s) for each session

attended. 



Check out the NOH Website at www.asse-plumbing.org, click on Chapters, Region VI, 
NOH Chapter and you will be in.  Additional details and Training aids are available at the site.

Happenings at the Northern Ohio Chapter
September 2009

“What’s Going On” in the Chapter this Month

This month starts the beginning of the 2009-2010 Joint Meeting season for the
Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE and the Cleveland Chapter of ASPE.  

One of the Annual events that takes place each September is the Annual
ASPE/ASSE Clambake Social Gathering and Meeting.

This year’s event  which took place on September 9, 2009 was returned to an 
outdoor venue at the Cleveland Yachting Club, in Rocky River, Ohio, and was
arranged by Craig McDowell of Omar McDowell Co.

Our last few Clambakes were held inside at Harry’s Steakhouse due to the
inclement weather, precipitated by several hurricane remnant weather systems.
Craig is a member of the Club and arranged to have the Yacht Club kitchen put on
the wonderful Bake, for the 40 or so members and guests of ASPE and ASSE.

Everyone there enjoyed the beautiful warm night and the wonderful food and 
networked with each other trading current events and personal happenings.

Thanks Craig for another fine and organized Clambake.

Between the Annual Golf Outing and the Clambake, we were blessed with good
weather and great camaraderie between our members, guests and friends. 

Our thanks go out to the many supporters, organizers, helpers, and companies 
that Sponsored Holes and donated Door Prizes, for these Annual functions.

http://www.asse-plumbing.org


Additional Happenings at the NOH Chapter
Sepember 2009  

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE - Established 1953
“Prevention Rather than Cure”

Applicants for Series 6005 Training Seminar Needed 

We have been requested to help solicit an additional 8 persons to complete a Training
Seminar, with Scott Lisec of CHT, by David P.Chouinard, Senior Project Manager from
Osborn Engineering.  David and another engineer at Osborn are trying to get an 
Info-Q Training Session  set up with Scott Lisec at a location in the Cleveland area 
or somewhere between Cleveland and Columbus, OH.  

The ASSE recently signed an agreement with CHT to allow use of the ASSE logo on
their training materials and CHT will purchase the Series 6000 Standards from us to
support their training efforts in certifying installers and testers.  Anyone interested in
attending this Series 6005 Training Session should contact Dave below:

Dave P. Chouinard can be reached at 216-861-2020 ext. 3048, by fax at 
216-861-3329.  His e-mail address is dchouinard@osborn-eng.com. Dave is also
querying members of the Cleveland Chapter of ASPE for interested parties.

September 9, 2009 Clambake Notes and Photos

from the Cleveland Yachting Club

The Annual ASPE/ASSE Clambake Social was moved outdoors to the Cleveland
Yachting Club this year, courtesy of Craig Mc Dowell, of Omar McDowell Co.
Everyone felt that we’ve had two good indoor Clambakes at Harry’s Steakhouse, 
after the series of inclement weather experiences. Having it indoors loses some of 
the outdoor ambience associated with a fall open-air venue.

Over 40 members, guests, and friends enjoyed the Clambake as witnessed from
these photo that follow on page 5.
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ASPE / ASSE Annual Clambake Photos
September 9, 2009

ASPE /  ASSE Clambake - September 9, 2009 - Cleveland Yachting Club - Rocky River, OH



ASPE / ASSE Clambake - September 9, 2009 - Cleveland Yachting Club -Rocky River, OH

Everyone attending enjoyed the great food and company between both organizations



The 2009-2012 International Residential Code (IRC) development cycle is now underway, and to our
disappointment, the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) has submitted proposals to
rescind home fire sprinkler requirements. This misguided effort disregards the demonstrated value of
sprinklers in saving lives and reducing human suffering associated with residential fires. To protect
the public and firefighters, we must once again stand tall by opposing these changes.

What can I do to help? 1) VOTE AGAINST THESE PROPOSALS, AND 2) SPREAD THE WORD.
NAHB’s proposals and others impacting fire- and life-safety (among them, proposals to require
protection of lightweight construction in residential occupancies), will be heard at the International
Code Council’s (ICC) upcoming hearing in Baltimore, MD, on Wednesday, October 28th. Your
attendance and vote are critical to keeping fire sprinkler requirements in the IRC.

What’s required to vote? YOU MUST BECOME AN ICC MEMBER PRIOR TO OCTOBER 14TH (if
you’re not already a member) and you must attend the Baltimore hearing. Anyone with an interest in
ICC codes can be a member (this includes firefighters, contractors, engineers, members of the
public, etc.). It only takes a few minutes to sign up online. For more information, go to
www.IRCFireSprinkler.org/2009BaltimoreHearing.aspx.

Can I vote without going to Baltimore? NO, you must be present to vote (no proxies allowed).

Do I have to be a government official to vote? NO, at this hearing, any ICC member, regardless
of membership category, may vote.

Can ICC government agency members send more than the 4, 8 or 12 voting delegates allowed
by their agency membership? YES, additional employees (including firefighters) can join ICC for
$35 as Associate Members, and these individuals will be permitted to vote in Baltimore.

How important is the Baltimore vote? THE FUTURE OF RESIDENTIAL FIRE SAFETY IN
AMERICA MAY WELL HINGE ON THIS VOTE. Winning the Baltimore vote would largely assure
that sprinklers will remain a requirement in the 2012 IRC. Losing the vote would 1) Almost certainly
derail the progress that we've made in states that are moving towards requiring sprinklers in new
homes based on the 2009 codes, and 2) Place the IRC sprinkler requirements at risk of being
removed from the 2012 code at ICC’s final action hearing next year.

Fire- and life-safety advocates demonstrated their commitment to safe housing last year by making
an unprecedented showing at ICC’s final action hearing in Minneapolis. Minneapolis represented the
successful culmination of a 30-year effort to have model codes require fire sprinklers as a standard
feature in all new homes. We must now ensure that this victory does not slip through our fingers.

Home fire sprinklers represent the best chance that we have of striking at the heart of America's fire
problem. Please come to Baltimore and help us send a strong message to sprinkler opponents that
America's Fire Service and others who support fire safe homes will not yield on this issue.

For more information, go to www.IRCFireSprinkler.org.

CALL TO ACTION
Mobilize to Defend IRC Fire Sprinkler Requirements
Mark Your Calendar for Wednesday, October 28th

http://www.IRCFireSprinkler.org/2009BaltimoreHearing.aspx
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Advertisers and Sponsors of the Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE

Notice! Memberships Available - Please Read Carefully:

The Northern Ohio Chapter of ASSE is seeking new candidates for membership in the
Chapter.
If interested, please request an application from any member of the Chapter.

Qualifications are as follow:
1.) Candidate must be a qualified member of some phase of the Plumbing Industry (Plumber-
Contractor-Inspector-Plumbing Design Engineer-Manufacturer- Journeyman-Apprentice-
Manufacturer’s Representative) or any other interested parties who believe in our motto “Prevention
Rather Than Cure”
2.) Must be willing to actively participate in Chapter functions, organizational duties, and assign-
ments given them by the Chapter or International ASSE.
3.) Must be willing to give freely of their talents to promote the American Society of Sanitary
Engineering and its principles.

Applications are available from any Officer listed in the Directory within this “Connex-It” Newsletter or from 
the International Office of ASSE - 901 Canterbury Rd., Westlake, Ohio 44145-1480, Attn: Elaine Mathieson, 

Membership Coordinator, or e-mail to elaine@asse-plumbing.org
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Certified Backflow Device Tests
Sales l Service l Installations
www.backflowjoe.com

Phone:  216-581-3576
Fax:  216-581-2339

Email: Joe@backflowjoe.com  

Joe Hallman - Master Plumber
State Lic. # OH PL29771

All City Backflow Prevention
Plumbing & Fire Protection Services

“Working to protect safe drinking water for all”
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